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“American Industrialists are concerned to maintain the continuity of the physical and 
muscular-nervous efficiency of the worker. It is in their interest to have a stable, skilled, 
labour force, a permanently well adjusted complex, because the human complex (the 
collective worker) of an enterprise is also a machine which cannot, without considerable 
loss, be taken to pieces too often and renewed with single new parts.”

Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, Madras, Orient Longman, 1996 
(Reprint), p. 303, quoted in Sashi Kumar, “Hegemony in Contemporary Culture and 
Media and the Need for a Counter Initiative” in Economic and Political Weekly, XLVI (17 
December 2011) 51, 38-43.
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